
 

        Helford River Sailing Club 
             Dinghy Race Report: Susanna May Cup 2017 
                     Sunday 16th July 12:00 W 2-4 Triangle CBT    

 
Susanna May & Wayfarer Cups 2017 

 
The May Family has been holidaying and dinghy racing on the Helford since the 70’s.  What better way to 

celebrate holidays past and present with family, friends and HRSC racers, than in fun competition on the 

Helford 

Race Officer Ginnie Sykes and her team aboard Catchfrench set out a Triangle into a gentle breeze blowing 

mostly West for 2 good races. Behaving impeccably, 25 sailors aged 17-80 crossed the line without 

incident for a short beat to the windward mark upriver at Central.  Forgetting to allow for an ebbing tide, 

experienced & novice racers alike gently biffed each other and the mark, setting of a profusion of penalty 

turns.  Race leader Phil Philpott decided the only way of avoiding the melee was to stay as far ahead as 

possible, but at the risk of lapping the entire fleet in his Halo.  Ginnie – no doubt with a soft spot for the 

Philpott family let Phil of his final lap.    

Bandit Adam Mason on his first outing in the Europe this season set out after first place hopefuls Andy & 

Karen Biggs but had to settle for third 3 fine seconds behind the 2016 winning pair.  Chased by Andrew 

Hosking for 4th place the front 3 repeated the performance in the second race. 

In the Wayfarers without spinnakers father and daughter team George and Miranda May found themselves 

ahead of local hotshots Paul Randall & Thurston Crockett in the first race but fortunes were reversed in the 

second with Team Randall besting even Beccy Kestin’s Kite powered beast as it paused for refreshment at 

the now infamous central mark.  In the under 21 section  the Bott brothers expertly sailed Fireball needed 

a longer course and bigger wind to gain from  spinnaker and trapeze; finding themselves third behind 

Charlie May and race leader Beks Hosking. 

  

Results 

Susanna May Cup 

PJ Philpott 1st A&K Biggs 2nd, A Mason 3rd A Hosking 4th  

Lady Helm R Kestin, U21 Helm R Hosken, Great Grand Master D Philpott, Black Flag – R Kestin 

Wayfarer Cup 

R Kestin & R McDonald, P Randall &  T Crockett 2nd G & M May 3rd, A Watson & P Headland 4th  

 

Captain Dinghies thanks all those in support of the fleet on the day 

The May Family for sponsoring the race with Vittles wet and dry 

Committee RO G Sykes, K Sykes, C Latimer 

Safety: D Blanning, K Goy, S&K Drakeley 

Photography © N Glossop 

On Shore 

JIT C Hosken 

Beach Masters & Riggers A Hosking, A Biggs, P L-Currie 

Provision of Committee Boat K Sykes 

Hospitality & Catering: Benjamen David Megan and the entire catering team. 

 



  



 

 

 

 

Phil Philpott receives May Cup 2017 from George May R Kestin & R McDonald – Wayfarer Cup 2017 

 
George & Miranda May leading the HRSC Club Wayfarers during the May Family Cup 

 
PJ Philpott’s Halo gets a clean get-away 



 

 
Andy & Karen Biggs keep clear of the melee at Central 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Adam Mason aka Barry the Bandit flaunts his light wind skills. 

 
S&K Drakeley contemplating a new engine for Dave Church’s Zodiac 

 

 

A&K Biggs coasting home Rose Burley & Peter L-Currie 

rounding well clear Central 

RS Vareo aficionado Chris Hosken & U21 R 

Hosking Laser Radial specialist  



 

 
Nick Gill overtakes Angie Watson & Peter Headland  

 
No comfort is to much for RO’s G & K Sykes, and C Latimer aboard Catchfrench 

  

  

  



 

 
A Hosking ready to takeon the Bott Brothers and the Wayfarer World of R Kestin 

For tea and toast at the windward mark – the Black 

Flag to Team Kestin above and first in the Wayfarer 

Cup.   

 

First May home in the May cup – George & Miranda 

May & third in the Wayfarer Cup 

 
 



 

 

 
Carlie May & Miranda May 2nd & 3rd  U21 home R Hosking U21 Lady Helm May Cup 

 

A Mason takes third in the May Cup 

Great Grand Master D Philpott in the May Cup  

 



 

 
Hotshots P Randall (M) & T Crockett (L) 2nd Wayfarer Cup 

 

 

R Kestin (at left) wins the Wayfarer Cup AND  

 

The Boarder Terrier best dressed prize as judged by  

attendant independant veterinarian Dr S Kestin. 

 


